
Winter Retreat 
EveryEvery year, chapter members and alumni travel to 
Heavenly Resort in South Lake Tahoe.  Although it 
was a long trip for the students, it was worthwhile 
and unforgettable.  Thankfully there was real snow!  
Plenty of SCE members attended and alumni 
showed up as well.  It was a great bonding experi-
ence for the newer members and something we all 
look forward to every year.look forward to every year.
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Good Food Brings 
Good Company
Conference Kick-off BBQ 

TheThe best way to bring college 
students together is through 
their stomachs.  Inviting PSWC 
attendees to a BBQ before con-
ference provided a great bond-
ing opportunity.  The officers 
and members mingled and got 
to know each other before 
spending nearly a whole week 
together in Pomona.  Although 
project teams had already met 
and worked together, not all of 
the underclassmen and upper-
classmen had a chance to have a 
social experience.  With corn-
hole set up, the smell of grilling 
burgers in the air, Frisbee, 
soccer, and football at Santa 
Rosa Park, every member was 
satisfied and prepared for the 
conference to come!

Bowling & 
Capture the Flag
KeepingKeeping fresh air flowing 
through our young lungs and 
strong hearts is important for 
getting members away from 
the computer labs and out of 
their rooms.  This year, the 
chapter hosted a few friend-
lyly bowling nights at Mustang 
Lanes to attract many mem-
bers who live on campus.  For 
a school night event, there 
was still a good turn out as 
many arrived after evening 
labs and lectures.  Capture 
the Flag took place on a 
cloudy Friday afternoon.  The 
mist was so heavy that it felt 
like it was raining.  All in 
good fun and time, we had a 
great mix of age and experi-
ence on O’Neil Green.

Volleyball
OnOn the courts, volleyball 
had a solid team with 
plenty of interest as well 
as some great support. 
The season ended with 
the team achieving a 
final record of 3-2.

Soccer
RunningRunning through the 
harsh weather on the turf 
fields, the SCE Intramural 
soccer team still played 
some great games, stand-
ing at 3-1-1 in the end.  

Kick it, smash it, throw it, bump it!

Learn By Doing Labs & Building Big
SeveralSeveral elementary and middle schools from all over San Luis Obispo 
County came to visit Cal Poly.  They had the opportunity to learn 
about engineering in the Learn by Doing Labs hosted by several clubs 
and chapters.  During Building Big, chapter members and ASCE 
branch members visited middle schools and high schools to help pro-
mote interest in and understanding of the world of engineering.  
Each year the Vice President of Community Service creates a new 
slideshow for the students to view.  This gives them a chance to ex-
plore and discover the world we are learning to understand at Cal 
Poly.  Each civil engineering sub-discipline is explained by its most 
defining features while the kids are given real life examples to illus-
trate important features.  
We don’t just lecture in front of a PowerPoint slideshow.  We orga-
nize the students into groups and have them work on specific design 
tasks.  For example, as a a team building experience, the students 
build flag poles out of nothing but newspaper, tape and string.  There 
is always a lot of creativity on display during these events and we are 
glad they keep coming back.
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WorkShop for Student 
Chapter Leaders

ThreeThree of our undergraduate officers attended the ASCE 
WSCL this past.  The Marketing Director, Social Director 
and Newsletter Editor were able to network and pick up 
some new ideas for the current and upcoming year.  Al-
though SCE’s student chapter is very successful, we were 
still able to gain some interesting insight as to how other 
universities function, even under difficult circumstanc-
es.  Meeting the YMF (Younger Member Forum) mem-
bers opened up many opportunities and has the poten-
tial for great networking for our student members.

KPFF Tour in L.A. County
BeforeBefore PSWC in Pomona, a group of students were 
able to tour one of KPFF’s projects in downtown Los 
Angeles. The project is a new four-story charter school 
for the Los Angeles Unified School district and is lo-
cated adjacent to an existing athletic field and high 
school. Students were able to see shear walls and re-
taining walls at the base of the building and around the 
site as well as three stories of steel moment frame. The 
building also had an interesting seismic joint running 
through the middle of the structure. Metal decking was 
currently being welded down when the tour took place 
and students learned about diaphragms and how loads 
are distributed throughout the decking and into the 
columns.  Thanks to KPFF for a great event!

SCE/SENVE Career Fair and Resume Workshop with Tammy Martin
Over the past 10 years, Tammy Martin, and advisor with Career Services at Cal Poly, has been essential in helping stu-
dents prepare their resumes and cover letters for potential employment opportunities.  She very generously organized 
a resume building workshop for SCE and SENVE members a few days before this year’s Career Fair.  Over fifty students 
turned out to learn about resume essentials and what employers look for in new employees. 

The Career Fair was a great success!  Over forty companies attended with full-time positions and internship opportuni-
ties.  Some of the companies brought representatives who are alumni Cal Poly SLO and SCE.  SCE, SENVE and student 
members are grateful for their support of the civil and environmental engineering programs.  Standing for many hours 
and listening to the many job-hungry students is not an easy task.  SCE and SENVE could not have asked for a better turn 
out.  Many thankful students came out of Chumash Auditorium with new and valuable leads for future employment.  

MSE Wall Competition in Oakland
ImmediatelyImmediately following PSWC, this team headed north to Oakland 
to compete in the National ASCE GeoChallenge Competition at 
Geo-Congress 2012.  They were one of 17 schools competing in 
what was the premier student event of the conference.  Each team 
was required to design and construct a model mechanically stabi-
lized earth out of poster board and craft paper.  Of the 17 schools 
competing, only 6 of the schools managed to successfully build an 
MSEMSE wall that was able to withstand the various loading condi-
tions.  The team overcame numerous obstacles and went on to 
earn 3rd place overall!

Technical & Professional



Ten years following his leadership position as Presi-
dent of SCE, David served as President of the ASCE 
San Luis Obispo Branch.  His career with Caltrans 
provided the opportunity to work as a Project Engi-
neer on the widening of CA-101 over Cuesta Grade.  
Despite all of the doubt and potential obstacles as-
sociated with this project, it was a huge success and 
a source of pride.  David’s current duties with Cal-
trans require him to work closely with other engi-
neers, specialists, technicians, and Caltrans manage-
ment.  In doing this, he must take “responsibility for 
highway projects from start to finish.”  He is thankful 
to be conducting much of his work in Santa Barbara 
and San Luis Obispo Counties, which include some 
of the most beautiful areas of California.  Preserving 
this beautiful environment and navigating the po-
litical landscape provide unique challenges for 
David as an engineer and project manager.

Working as a Senior Transportation Engineer at Cal-
trans, David currently spends many hours during the 
week on his projects.  Even though he has no sea-
sonal breaks, there is no homework!  The weekends, 
holidays, and evenings are wide open to enjoy time 
as a husband dad.  

Site Tours
AsAs you know, some of the major high-
lights of SCE include tours of facilities 
and constructions sites.  The functions of 
an engineer are always of interest to our 
zealous members.  There are always new 
projects to see and great interest to see 
how the process works.  If you currently 
havehave an interesting project that you’d 
like to show us please contact Dustin 
Lee, VP of Events, at dglee@calpoly.edu
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This year, SCE took Second Place overall!  Over 
50 members competed hard and with enthusiasm 
at this 3-day event.  We can take pride in the 
hard work and dedication our members showed.  
There were many new comers to conference, and 
they had a great time meeting new people from 
other schools, competing in events and socializ-
ing with their fellow Cal Poly members.  We ing with their fellow Cal Poly members.  We 

bring the game every time.

RESULTS
Concrete Canoe 
Overall 1st
Steel Bridge 
Overall 1st

Technical Paper 1st
Quiz Pong 2ndQuiz Pong 2nd
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Concrete Canoe

Steel Bridge


